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Message from C.E.O
and Artistic Director
Dear Friends,
We are back with a new
look to our WEBSITE where
you can book your tickets
and become a regular
donor to support our
exciting and innovative
projects.
This festive season is full
of luscious experiences for
everybody, from classical
and new contemporary
music of the highest
quality, to the launch of
LEAP 2020 in the New
Year – a series of concerts
all about women making a
leap and leading the way.
Come along and be part
of new music and dance
expressions created
through the prism of South
Asian music and dance –
featuring international
visiting artists, emerging
artists, students. From
October to December and
in the New Year our young
gifted and talented

females will share the
stage with the highly
talented Roopa Panesar.
Our Academies take
students from all ages and
walks of life. This is your
opportunity to learn how
to play an instrument of
your choice, find your
voice and connect through
music. Or pop on your
dancing shoes, engage
the whole body and face
to tell stories or simply
express yourself through
movement. Take graded
exams and have fun so
you can indulge in all
the festival celebrations
between September and
the New Year!
I encourage you to come
along to our OPEN DAYS
and just have-a-go! You
will be amazed at what
you can achieve in a short
space of time.

If this is the first time you
have come across our
brochure, we encourage
you to join us for one of
our concerts and meet my
lovely team and I, who
provide a warm friendly
welcome to all and before
you know it, you are part
of the SAA-uk family!
SAA-uk is a charity and
all these opportunities
are made possible by the
generosity of individuals,
partners, great creatives,
funders and artists. So, ‘BIG
THANK YOU’ to everyone
that supports the work
that we do.
Happy Festivities

Keranjeet Kaur Virdee
(C.E.O & Artistic Director)

Help us keep
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music and
dance thriving
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As a registered UK charity
(No. 1080292), South Asian
Arts-uk (SAA-uk) is thankful for all
the generous gifts which help us
preserve and facilitate South Asian
Arts. Our work provides access
to culturally relevant music and
dance through a various range
of engaging events, concerts and
activities that lastingly celebrate
artistic excellence.

Sounds from Kabul: A Musical Journey

8

ONLINE
At our newly designed website
at www.saa-uk.org you can
now directly donate through
our donation page. With a oneoff card payment or monthly
direct debit, you can choose
your donation and continually
support us.

BY POST
Send a cheque payable to
South Asian Arts-uk or
SAA-uk to: Finance Officer,
South Asian Arts, Mill 1,
Mabgate Mills, Leeds LS9 7DZ
info@saa-uk.org to organise
a lasting gift via standing order.
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SAA-uk is governed by a strong Equal Opportunities and
Safeguarding policy
All venues are DDA compliant and all performances are relaxed
unless otherwise stated. Brochure is available in large font and
programmes are available in large print.
SAA-uk is a Registered Charity
(No. 1080292) and a Company Ltd. By Guarantee (No. 3391845)
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Raga@Seven / No Borders

Presented by Sheffield Indian Music Ensemble
THURSDAY 31 OCTOBER

Featuring:
John Ball
Kate Griffin
Aida Zhakanbekova
Ford Collier
Antigoni Anastasiadou
Joss Mann-Hazell
Manon Mccoy
Alex Lyon
Special guest:
Vijay Venkat

tabla, santoor
banjo
dhombra, jetigen
Irish whistle, percussion
vocals
double bass
flute, harp
clarinet

VENUE
Seven Arts Leeds,
31A Harrogate Road, Leeds LS7 3PD
TICKETS
£12, £6 concessions
£5 SAA-uk Academy student
BOOK ONLINE & MORE INFO
www.saa-uk.org or
call 0113 244 5523

bansuri

From many corners of the world, China, Ireland,
Kazakhstan and India, this group of musicians met at the
University of Sheffield. Through their combined talents,
they have connected the music between countries to
create something innovative from the Hindustani music
repertoire.
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TIME 7pm

Supported by:

An array of instruments is coming upon this stage,
including special guest Vijay Venkat on the bansuri flute.
This family friendly evening is a mixture of different
world styles, showing that cultural differences do not
separate us. Music is a universal language. This is an ideal
concert for world music lovers, culture vultures and those
who love to try new exciting experiences.
SAA-UK | visit our new website www.saa-uk.org |
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FRIDAY 8 NOVEMBER
TIME 7.45pm
VENUE
SAGE, St Mary’s Square, Gateshead
Quays, Gateshead NE8 2JR
TICKETS
£13
£10 family tickets available

Music from courts of Kings and Saints:
By Darbari Minstrels:

Lose yourself in the
sounds of Punjab, the
land of five rivers, and
join us as we celebrate
the 550th anniversary
of Guru Nanak Dev Ji’s
birthday, one of the
greatest patrons of
13th Century early music,
and his minstrels.

Darbari Minstrels:

Music from courts of Kings and Saints
Featuring:
Qais Essar
Kirpal Singh Panesar
Surdarshan Singh Channa

rabab
esraj
tabla, pakawaj

From Afghanistan to Punjab, explore new sounds from
these historic lands. Let the music take you back in time to
the 15th century.
Escape dreary November and be immersed in the rabab,
a 2500-year-old stringed instrument from Afghanistan,
performed by award-winning musician Qais Essar.
Accompanying him is Surdarshan Singh Channa, a rising
star in the tabla and pakawaj, two percussion instruments
of nobility.

BOOK ONLINE & MORE INFO
www.gemarts.org or
call 0191 443 4661

SATURDAY 9 NOVEMBER

TUESDAY 12 NOVEMBER

TIME 7pm

TIME 7.30pm

VENUE
Seven Arts Leeds,
31A Harrogate Road, Leeds LS7 3PD

VENUE
National Centre for Early Music,
St Margarets Church, Percy’s Lane,
York YO1 9TL

TICKETS
£12
£6 concessions
£5 SAA-uk Academy student

TICKETS
£16 regular, £14 concession
£6 for under 35s

BOOK ONLINE & MORE INFO
www.saa-uk.org or
call 0113 244 5523
Supported by:

BOOK ONLINE & MORE INFO
www.ncem.co.uk or
call 01904 658338

Darbari Minstrels:

Supported by:

Music from courts of Kings and Saints

Joining them will be renowned musician Kirpal Singh
Panesar, to perform a series of Shabads (sacred songs from
Sikh scriptures) synonymous with the great court of Guru
Nanak and his minstrels.
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SAA-UK | visit our new website www.saa-uk.org |
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Sounds from Kabul:
A Musical Journey

SATURDAY 16 NOVEMBER

Featuring:
Qais Essar
Surdarshan Singh Channa

rabab
tabla

Kabul – the capital and largest city of Afghanistan,
found high in the narrow valley between the Hindu Kush
mountains. Full of lush gardens, vivid flowers, spiralling
vibrant bazaars and mosaic lined palaces, this 3,500-yearold city is a jewel in the foothills. Bringing the music
of this wonderous city is Qais Essar, a contemporary
composer, instrumentalist and producer. He has toured
extensively around the world sharing his new genre of
music, and now he has breached the shores of this island
with the rabab – a soothing, soul touching thousandsyear-old instrument, bringing its rich history and sounds.
Accompanied by Surdarshan Singh Channa an amazing
tabla player. These two musicians have a friendship with
their music and each other, their rhythms like two gliding
birds swooping around the other.
8

TIME 7pm
VENUE
Attenborough Arts Centre,
University of Leicester,
Lancaster Road, Leicester LE1 7HA
TICKETS
£10/£8
BOOK ONLINE & MORE INFO
www2.le.ac.uk/hosted/
attenborougharts or
call 0116 252 2455

Supported by:

LEAP 2020
Witness women’s
empowerment
in the arts –
More information
on page 12
SAA-UK | visit our new website www.saa-uk.org |
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Leeds International Concert Season
Winter sun
Featuring:
Ford Collier
Manon McCoy
John Ball

flute
flute
tabla

Ford Collier and Manon McCoy on flutes, and John Ball
on tabla are bringing the warmth of Indian classical music
to the cool icy streets of Leeds city centre. When the air
is heavy with darkness, it’s easy to look up at the sky and
mistake the sun for the moon. A cold burning sphere, too
far away for you to feel warm. A Winter Sun is waiting
with excitement for that warmth to hit you.
At Leeds College of Music over lunchtime, this wonderful
performance will be presenting the structure of ragas
(melodic frameworks of Indian classical music), which
traditionally reflect the season and time of day on the
flute and tabla. Ford, Manon and John are keen musical
explorers who search for new forms and flavours of
traditional music to bring to the present.
10

Raga@Seven / Resonance

WEDNESDAY 4 DECEMBER

Featuring:

TIME 1.05pm

Olivia Moore
Mehboob Nadeem
Gurdain Rayatt
Giuliano Modarelli

VENUE
Leeds College of Music,
3 Quarry Hill, Leeds LS2 7PD
TICKETS
FREE
BOOKING No booking required!
MORE INFO
www.leedsconcertseason.co.uk or
call 0113 376 0318
Supported by:

SATURDAY 21 MARCH 2020
violin
sitar
tabla
guitar

Bring back four corners of music and you make a new
stage. Familiar artists and friends of SAA-uk have returned
as a quartet to serenade their fusion of Western harmonies
with Indian ragas. With three string instruments and
the rhythm of the tabla, this quartet is unique in every
direction, with each musician bringing their past SAA-uk
experience into one new collection.

TIME 7pm
VENUE
Seven Arts Leeds,
31A Harrogate Road, Leeds LS7 3PD
TICKETS
£12
£6 concessions
£5 SAA-uk Academy student
BOOK ONLINE & MORE INFO
www.saa-uk.org or
call 0113 244 5523
Supported by:

Gurdain brings back his exquisite tabla, Mehboob returns
on the sitar, Olivia comes again with her violin and
Giuliano has his guitar. Together they have brought
their experiences with SAA-uk to enchant audiences with
this unmissable event, creating something new, unheard
and unseen.
SAA-UK | visit our new website www.saa-uk.org |
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Celebrate female empowerment and
women in the arts!
LEAP 2020 was influenced by the
bending traditions of the leap year, the
only day it was acceptable for a woman
to propose marriage to a man. From
February to March, we are showcasing
five extraordinary events with focus
on the South Asian perspective. Led
by female vocalists, musicians and
dancers, with added talk panels and
workshops to inspire women to pursue
a career and life in the arts.
From the sitars to the thumri, Kuchpiudi
to Kathak, this leap year is packed with
excitement, culture and empowerment.
Join us to witness the ‘leaps’ taken by these
brilliant women!

The Woman (workshops + presentation)

Seetal Kaur Dhadyalla
Vrata Chigateri

kathak
kuchipudi

Shakti is the Female, the nurturer, the protector and
destroyer. Watch Shakti’s cosmic elements unfold through
the embodiment of two classic Indian dances, Kathak and
Kuchipudi, performed by Seetal Kaur Dhadyalla and Vrata
Chigateri. With a pre-show talk, learn more about Shakti
and the inspiration behind the dances. Marvel at what it
means to be a woman, from the fierce and strong to bold
and beautiful.

Poetry in song

TIME TBA
VENUE
The Tetley, Hunslet Road,
Leeds LS10 1JQ
TICKETS
TBA
MORE INFO www.saa-uk.org or
call 0113 244 5523

SATURDAY 29 FEBRUARY

Featuring:
vocals
tabla
sarangi

Opening LEAP 2020 are the traditional sounds of the
thumris, transported far from across the subcontinent.
Immerse yourself in the captivating vocals of Poulomi
Chakraborty, a renowned performer in Hindustani
classical music, the talented tabla player Shahbaz Hussain
prominent musician Kirpal Singh Panesar, for an evening
away from the chill of winter and into the warmth of love.
The light sounds of the thumri, with characteristics of love
and commitment, is perfect to the end the month of love.
Discover the nuances of devotion through the female
perspective. Revel in the varied shades of love coming
your way!
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SUNDAY 1 MARCH 2020

Featuring:

LEAP 2020 / Saawariya:
Poulomi Chakraborty
Shahbaz Hussain
Kirpal Singh Panesar

Supported by:

LEAP 2020 / Shakti:

TIME 7pm
VENUE
Seven Arts Leeds,
31A Harrogate Road, Leeds LS7 3PD
TICKETS
£12
£6 concessions
£5 SAA-uk Academy student
BOOK ONLINE & MORE INFO
www.saa-uk.org or
call 0113 244 5523

LEAP 2020 / Kanyaa + panel discussion

Supported by:

Featuring:
Jyoti Manral
Mansi Uniyal

Supported
by:

WEDNESDAY 4 MARCH 2020
kathak
kathak

In this two-part event, kathak dancers tell the story of an
unborn girl through movement and expression. Women of
the arts share their journey of how they got to where they
are today.
SAA-UK | visit our new website www.saa-uk.org |

TIME TBA
VENUE
Stage@Leeds, University of Leeds,
18 Cromer Terrace, Leeds LS2 9JS
TICKETS
TBA
MORE INFO www.saa-uk.org or
call 0113 244 5523
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LEAP 2020 / Nayika:

LEAP 2020 / Women in Music:

the woman, the heroine
Featuring:
Roopa Panesar
Bhupinder Chaggar

sitar
tabla

A Heroine, a woman admired for her courage, incredible
achievements and noble qualities. This musical concert
features a strong, confident woman who has reached
great strides in her artistry. Roopa Panesar on the sitar,
accompanied by the effortless Bhupinder Singh Chaggar
on the tabla, will be exploring the feminine rasas
(essences) in some of the most beloved ragas of Indian
classical music.
Join them and delve into the varied shades of the
feminine experience from devotion to vivacity, yearning
and fortitude, as Roopa weaves her way through intense,
profound, and contradictory moments of the female
existence. Using classical frameworks as a medium in the
historical setting of the National Centre for Early Music,
Roopa’s talent is sure to immerse the audience in the
sacrifice, strength and spirit of the woman.
14

Upstage + Nayika
FRIDAY 6 MARCH 2020

Featuring:

TIME 7.30pm

Roopa Panesar
sitar
Bhupinder Chaggar
tabla
Students of the SAA-uk Academies

VENUE
National Centre For Early Music,
St Margarets Church, Percy’s Lane,
York YO1 9TL
TICKETS
£16, £14 concessions, £6 under 35s
£5 SAA-uk Academy student
BOOK ONLINE & MORE INFO
www.ncem.co.uk or
call 01904 658338
Supported by:

For the final performance of LEAP 2020, join us for an
event to celebrate women of the present and the future
for International Women’s Day 2020!

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S
DAY 2020
COMING SOON
MORE INFO www.saa-uk.org or
call 0113 244 5523

Female students from the SAA-uk academies will
join renowned artists on stage as they play as one –
the successful teaching the upcoming stars – led by
internationally famed sitarist Roopa Panesar. Under
her expert guidance, we will see the wonders of Indian
classical music as imparted to the next generation.
This will be followed by a virtuosic performance by Roopa
who, with skilled tabla player Bhupinder Singh Chaggar,
will be presenting the feminine rasas or essences in
traditional raag frameworks.
Experience the wonder of the feminine in this celebration
of women in music!
SAA-UK | visit our new website www.saa-uk.org |
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Help us keep South Asian music and

dance thriving…

South Asian Arts-uk (SAA-uk)
Registered Company
No. 3391845
Registered Charity
No. 1080292

Make a regular gift to SAA-uk and help us enrich more
lives by preserving the traditional and facilitating the
contemporary for every generation.

Donating to SAA-uk:

HERE’S HOW

• Gives us the resources to offer free
instruments for every student so they can
practise at home and grow their artistry

South Asian Arts-uk (SAA-uk) is a charity and we are grateful for all the

• We can continue to deliver South Asian
music and dance through our concert series,
academies, artist support programme and
community engagement

Online: At our newly designed
website at www.saa-uk.org you can
now directly donate through our
donation page. With a one-off card
payment or monthly direct debit,
you can choose your donation and
continually support us.

generous gifts we receive which help us preserve and facilitate South
Asian arts. Our work provides access to the culturally relevant music
and dance through a various range of engaging events, concerts and
activities that lastingly celebrate artistic excellence.

Be sure to get in touch with us so we can thank you and keep you up
to date on what your gift has helped to achieve.
16

• We can further develop and present worldclass/international renowned acts through
our special projects and concert series
• Helps us spot individual talents in growing
artists and through our artistic support
programme we help create opportunities for
emerging talent to perform in professional
venues across the UK.
SAA-UK | visit our new website www.saa-uk.org |

Regular Giving – By regularly
donating, you will see the
continued results that your
donations achieve and become a
friend to the SAA-uk family.
By Post Send a cheque payable to
South Asian Arts-uk or SAA-uk to:
Finance Officer, South Asian Arts,
Mill 1, Mabgate Mills,
Leeds LS9 7DZ
Email info@saa-uk.org to organise
a lasting gift via standing order
17

SAA-uk needs champions

become a trustee

SAA-uk’s mission as a charity is ‘to preserve traditional and facilitate contemporary
South Asian music and dance’ and we are committed to do so for every generation.
With the help of our trustees and dedicated team, we strive to make this mission
into a reality. We have openings within our Board and are looking for passionate,
highly committed individuals to help us carry out our vision for the future of the
organisation.

Benefits of being on the SAA-uk Board
of Trustees

Joining our Board is an exciting and highly rewarding experience, which offers
the opportunity to support artists to pursue their dream careers, encourage the
children and young people studying at our academies to progress their own talents,
to provide unique insight and experience into careers in the art and cultural sector,
and support this unique organisation to thrive for generations to come.

• Help support artists to pursue successful careers

A trustee’s responsibility is the overall governance of SAA-uk as well as the
development of the charity’s strategic direction, in conjunction with the CEO
and SAA-uk team. A trustee will support the charity in developing its aims and
objectives, and act in SAA-uk’s best interest. The results for working with us is really
shown through the benefits of what our work accomplishes.

18

• Championing diversity through the prism of excellence
• Make a real and lasting difference in the lives of
children, young people and local communities
• Enriching your life with a unique, high-quality, inspiring
programme of activities
• Receive complementary tickets to the concerts to
experience the wide variety of SAA-uk’s artistic output
• Perfect opportunity to meet professionals and
community leaders
• Play a major role in the future of an innovative and
dynamic organisation with the potential to becoming
a key contributor to the arts and cultural landscape of
the region.
SAA-UK | visit our new website www.saa-uk.org |

Board meetings take place
once every three months
(four times a year), in
addition to board only
meetings, and last for
approximately two hours.
A board and staff awayday takes place once every
two years.
We are particularly looking
for expertise in the
following areas: Human
Resource, Fundraising,
Marketing, Legal.
For more information
about becoming part of
our Board, please email
info@saa-uk.org
or call us at 0113 244 5523
19

For more information contact:

Introducing: Education programme

Dates for your diary

South Asia is known for its rich culture in the arts and we at SAA-uk pride ourselves at
being a centre of excellence in Indian classical music and dance since 1997. We have
passed down that richness to the next generation providing great opportunities for
people of all ages to connect with South Asian culture.

Wednesday

Strategic connections relating to our delivery

In the heart of Leeds, we have three academies and an enthusiastic team to deliver
a full educational programme. Our academies offer a safe classroom environment
to encourage social skills and group learning. Our tutors give students a wonderful
experience to enrich their lives and progress their own artistry in music and dance.
Through the SAA-uk academies, students may be eligible to take part in the Arts
Award, a nationally recognised qualification in the creative arts. The SAA-uk staff are
trained to support and provide aid to the students in their pursuit of the Arts Award.

courses in Indian Music and Dance

Kal Mellor on
t 0113 244 5523
m 07494 028311
e education@saa-uk.org

Carnatic Music Academy
(South India and Sri Lanka)
		
		
		
		

Autumn 18th September – 11th December 2019

Friday

Autumn 20th September – 6th December 2019

Indian Dance Academy
(Bharatanatyam and Kathak)
		
		
		
		

Music and the arts are not always recognised as an important subject in formal
education. A study from Arts Professional showed the positive correlation between
music classes and student’s (ages 7 to 17) mental health. 85% of students said the
music made them happier. With this connection between music and mental health, we
provide classes three times a week during term time, where students can have up-close
attention with their teacher to obtain musical learning successfully.

Sunday

20

SAA-UK | visit our new website www.saa-uk.org |

Hindustani Music Academy
(North India, Pakistan & Bangladesh)
		
		
		
		

*No sessions on 30th October 2019

Winter 8th January – 1st April 2020
*No sessions on 19th February 2020

Summer 22nd April – 15th July 2020
*No sessions TBA

*No sessions on 25th Oct and 1st November 2019

Winter 10th January - 27th March 2020
*No sessions on 14th and 21st February 2020
Summer 24th April – 10th July 2019
*No sessions TBA

Autumn 22nd September – 15th December 2019
*No sessions on 3rd November 2019

Winter 12th January –5th April 2020
*No sessions on 24th February 2019

Summer 26th April – 19th July 2020
*No sessions TBA
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Join us as we open our doors to a new academic year and offer everyone the
opportunity to:
• Try out our Indian dance and music classes
• Observe the student learning and the class environment
• Soak up the warm and welcoming atmosphere
• Register and begin your journey!
Our Open Days will give you the chance to get a feel for our dance and music
offer, as well as being able to talk to staff, artists and current students about
the disciplines you’re interested in learning.
Book your place by emailing our Education Officer at education@saa-uk.org or
by calling our office at 0113 244 5523

Autumn Term Open Days
Carnatic Academy

Wednesday 18th September 2019

Meanwood Community Centre, Stainbeck Ave, Leeds LS7 2QU

OPEN DAYS @ SAA-uk Academies
Join us from September to learn Indian music and dance in the
heart of Leeds
We are South Asian Arts-uk – a Leeds-based registered charity
that, in the past 22 years of activity, has established itself as a
centre of excellence in Indian classical music and dance. We are
renowned for our focus on educating, celebrating and promoting
South Asian classical music and dance, striving to enrich people’s
lives through engagement and participation in the traditional
and contemporary.
Located in three venues across Leeds, our small yet dedicated
and passionate team of staff and artists deliver a full Education
programme, including over 20 weekly Academy classes and an
annual Summer School. But don’t just take our word for it –
come along to one of our Open Days and see for yourself!
22

Time: 5.30pm until 8.45pm
Places are available in the following disciplines:
Carnatic vocals, keyboard and violin.

Dance Academy

Friday 20th September 2019

Northern School of Contemporary Dance, 98 Chapeltown Road, Leeds LS7 4BH
Time: 5pm until 8.45pm
Places are available in the following Levels:
• Pre-grade (age 3.5 to 6 years old) Grades 1, 2, 3 and 6

Hindustani Academy

Sunday 22th September 2019

Punjabi School, GNNSJ, Lady Pit Lane, Leeds LS11 6DP
Time: 2pm until 7.30pm
Places are available in the following disciplines: tabla, santoor, sitar, dilruba, hindustani
vocals and kirtan.

Winter Term Open Days
Carnatic Academy
Dance Academy
Hindustani Academy

SAA-UK | visit our new website www.saa-uk.org |

Wednesday 8th January 2020
Friday 10th January 2020
Sunday 12th January 2020
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“

“

To think some of
the students
had picked up their
instruments only
weeks ago, I was very

I am so happy
and proud
of what my son has
achieved in the
last 10 weeks,
best birthday
present so far!

”

impressed at what they
had achieved in
just one term.

Hindustani
Academy parent

Carnatic
SAA-uk Mohammed Barber

SAA-uk Carnatic Music Academy

With Shri Vijay Venkat and Shrimati Ramya Tangirala
Carnatic Academy is a family friendly space for every
one of all ages wanting to learn or delve into classical
South Asian music. The classes we offer are a great
opportunity for students to gain training in distinct
South Indian classic styles by experts of their fields in a
classroom environment. Parents, families and guardians
can accompany their children and catch up over tea within
our family-friendly community.
What is special about the Carnatic Music Academy?
• Students (ages 4 and up) can find their voice
through music

WEDNESDAY
WHERE
Meanwood Community Centre,
Stainbeck Avenue, Leeds LS7 2QU
WHEN & WHAT:
Vocal
5.30 – 7.30pm
Keyboard

5.30 – 8.45pm

Violin

5.30 – 8.45pm

FEES
£120 per – 12-week term

• The academy allows students to build their repertoire
to perform at community and cultural events and at
school events

Family discount available for
one or more family members
attending.

• The academy offers an alternative to studying Western
classical music

Financial and bursary support
is also available, please enquire
for details by emailing SAA-uk
team at education@saa-uk.org

• All training is provided from professional musicians
who are experts in their fields.
24

”

SAA-uk Hindustani Music Academy

With Shrimati Poulomi Chakraborty, Jasdeep Singh,
Shri Bhupinder Singh, Ustad Harjinderpal Singh, Shri Kirpal Singh
Our North Indian Music Academy is the beacon for
learning Hindustani music. They offer a unique range of
instruments and tutors to teach at many levels of ability.
These classes are ideal for the musically curious, the
melodiously minded and the rhythmically adventurous.
Come by and see what you can be a part of!
What is special about the Hindustani Music Academy?
• Classes available for all ages 4 and upwards
• With a broad range of levels in each class, students
can develop their musical talent and be continually
progressing upwards
• Our classes provide a unique insight into the South Asian
culture, aural traditions and wider cultural heritage
• Meet new people, make new friends and become part of
SAA-uk’s family tree while increasing confidence, social
and listening skills.

SAA-UK | visit our new website www.saa-uk.org |

SUNDAY
WHERE
GNNSJ, 78 Lady Pit Lane,
Leeds LS11 6DP
WHEN: 2.00pm to 7.30pm
WHAT:
Vocal, Sitar, Tabla, Santoor and
Bowed Instruments
FEES
£85 per 10-week term for 1hr class
£95 per 10-week term for 1.5hr class

Family discount available for
one or more family members
attending.
Financial and bursary support
is also available, please enquire
for details by emailing SAA-uk
team at education@saa-uk.org
25

“

“

‘I would say
for me it has
become the highlight
of the week. I have
gained from the class
a better perception
of my body, its
limits,but also
its potential.
Kathak student

Our classes
provide the perfect
environment to explore
this classical Indian
dance form in a
friendly, supportive
and professional
atmosphere.

”

Bharatanatyam
Academy student

”

Kathak – SAA-uk Indian Dance Academy

Bharatanatyam – SAA-uk Indian Dance Academy

Our brilliant Kathak teachers have all the facts, history and
techniques of one of North India’s most treasured dances.
Be a part of this wonderful experience and take back skills
and memories you will never forget.

In Bharatanatyam, students will discover a dance with
sculptured movements, fluid foot actions and hand
gestures capable of expressing stories. Our classes provide
group learning and a supportive atmosphere.
• Tutors provide high quality training
• Professional studio facilities
• Option to take ISTD grading
• Opportunities to perform in concerts, community and
professional stages.

With Jyoti Manral

• Kathak classes provide high quality training
• Professional studio facilities
• The option to take graded exams.
Kathak – A history
The origin of Kathak is attributed to the traveling bards of
ancient northern India known as Kathakars or storytellers.
The term Kathak is derived from the Vedic Sanskrit word
Katha meaning “story”, and Kathakar mearning “the one
who tells a story”.
Kathakars communicated stories from the great epics and
ancient mythology through dance, songs and music in a
manner like early Greek theatre. Kathak as a performance
art has survived and thrived as an oral tradition.
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With Santosh Menon, Ramya Tangirala & Deepa Nair

FRIDAY
WHERE
Studio 5, 6 & 7, Northern School of
Contemporary Dance,
98 Chapeltown Road, Leeds LS7 4BH
WHEN & WHAT:
Beginners
6 – 6.45pm
Developers

6.45 – 7.45pm G1*

Intermediate 7.45 – 8.45pm G2*

FRIDAY
WHERE
Studio 5, 6 & 7, Northern School of
Contemporary Dance,
98 Chapeltown Road, Leeds LS7 4BH
WHEN: 5.00pm to 8.45pm
WHAT:
Pre-grade (3+)

1 hour

Grade 1 to 6

1.5 hour

FEES
£85 to £100 per 10-week term

Bharatanatyam – A history

FEES
£85 to £120 per 10-week term

Family discount available for
one or more family members
attending.

Bharatanatyam is presumed the oldest classical dance in
India, dating back to the 2nd Century. Conventionally a
solo dance performance by a woman in the Hindu temples
of Tamil Nadu, it eventually flourished across South India.

Family discount available for
one or more family members
attending.

Financial and bursary support
is also available, please enquire
for details by emailing SAA-uk
team at education@saa-uk.org

Modern productions of Bharatanatyam have incorporated
technical performances, pure dance based on non-religious
ideas and fusion themes. Contemporary choreographies
now include male and female dancers.

Financial and bursary support
is also available, please enquire
for details by emailing SAA-uk
team at education@saa-uk.org

*ISTD grade 1 syllabus
*ISTD grade 2 syllabus

SAA-UK | visit our new website www.saa-uk.org |
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How to enrol in our Academies
For the past 22 years that SAA-uk has lived and breathed, we have been
working tirelessly to offer everyone from 4 to 60 and upwards the opportunity
to learn and be involved in classical music and dance traditions of South Asia in
the heart of Yorkshire.

Our Education programme offers you:
1.SAFE AND NURTURING
ENVIRONMENT
where everyone can progress
their talents throughout
their term or academic
year with internationally
renowned artists and tutors,
supported by a dedicated
team of staff and volunteers.
2. DISCOUNTED FEES
Bursaries
To ensure that financial
barriers are removed or
reduced in your journey to
learning with SAA-uk, we
have a Bursary Scheme as
per our Equal Opportunities
Policy.
Fee waivers can only be
granted for those in
receipt of:
• Income support
• Incapacity benefit
• Job seeker’s allowance
• Children who are eligible
for school meal’s via Pupil
Premium indicators (letter
from the Home Office is
needed to prove this)
• Asylum seekers
Discretionary fee waiver for
other reasons will be made
on receipt of a completed
application. In all cases
the recipient must pay a
minimum of one third of the
Annual fee due.

Family discount
Classes at SAA-uk are
more fun as family. We
offer discretionary 10% to
participants from the same
family and to individuals
who take part in more than
one activity. (Please note
- discount offers cannot
be combined. 10% is the
maximum discount)
Annual fee
Over the year, we deliver 3
terms, each 10 to 12-week
long. To participants who
pay their fees in advance
for the whole academic
year, we offer discretionary
10% discounts. (Please note
- discount offers cannot
be combined. 10% is the
maximum discount)
3. QUALIFICATIONS
Arts Award
Arts Award is a recognised
national qualification
designed to inspire young
people to grow their arts
and leadership talents. It
is designed to empower
and upskill young people
in project design, research,
planning, development,
deliver, management, risk
assessment and monitoring
and evaluating.

The Arts Award can be
achieved at five different
levels – four accredited
qualifications and an
introductory award.
AWARD
Discover
Explore
Bronze
Silver
Gold

FROM AGES
5 to 25
7 to 25
11 to 25
14 to 25
16 to 25

The Arts Award builds a
young person’s confidence
and leadership, creative
thinking, and encourages
students to think further
outside the box. At SAA-uk
the Arts Award is accessible
and open to all!
ISTD Dance Grading
ISTD (Imperial Society of
Teachers of Dancing) is
one of the world’s leading
examination boards, and
our dance syllabus has been
founded upon it.

For application form or more
information:

click ‘Enrol Now’. The button
located straight underneath.

• Once you are satisfied,
click ‘proceed to payment’

Online at www.saa-uk.org

• This will take you to your
‘basket’ which will keep
your booked items as
you continually navigate
through the website

• You will see a Sage
Payment Page where
you can select which card
payment you wish to use

Call 0113 244 5523
Email education@saa-uk.org
HOW TO ENROL ON OUR
WEBSITE
Enrolling into our academies
are now available to be
purchased on our new
website. We encourage you
to try out our new system of
ticket purchases, one made
simple and easy to follow.
Here is a quick guide to how
to use this page:
• Once you have chosen
which academy and class
you wish to be a part
of, you will see a table
of information with the
options to put in the level,
day of the week, time and
price
• After putting in your
preference,

• The basket page will
show you in a clear table
what you have ordered:
The event, time, price per
ticket, quantity of the
tickets and total price
• Underneath, there will be
a table where you can put
in your personal contact
details and address
There is also the option of
including a donation of any
size you wish that will go to
SAA-uk and help us continue
our important work.
• Beneath this section is a
full summary of everything
you have ordered and the
grand total

• Here you can put in all
your card details
• After confirming the
payment, you will get a
confirmation page and a
digital receipt will be sent
to your email address you
have registered with
• In this email will be
confirmation of pay,
along with your schedule
of classes
• You can print this
document out before
arriving at our classes or
leave it on your electronic
device as an email for us
to see.

And that’s it!

VENUES
GNNSJ
78 Lady Pit Lane
Beeston
Leeds LS11 6DP

Meanwood
Community Centre
Stainbeck Avenue
Leeds LS7 2QU

Northern School of
Contemporary Dance
98 Chapeltown Road
Leeds LS7 4BH

4. PERFORMANCE
OPPORTUNITIES
At SAA-uk, our students
are offered regular
opportunities to perform on
professional stages and in
community setting.

IMAGE JUSTIN SLEE
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How to book a ticket to our performan ce programme
Tickets for SAA-uk
concerts, workshops
and events are now
available to be
purchased on our new
website. We encourage
you to try out our
new system of ticket
purchases, one made
simple and easy to
follow. Here is a quick
guide to how to use
this page:

VENUES

• After deciding which
event you wish to see,
you will see on the right
side is the price, date/
time and quantity of
how many tickets you
would like
• After putting in your
preferences, click ‘Book
Now’, the button located
straight underneath
• This will take you your
‘basket’ which will keep
your booked items as
you continually navigate
through the website

• The basket page will
show you in a clear table
what you have ordered:
The event, time, price per
ticket, quantity of the
tickets and total price
• Underneath, there will be
a table where you can put
in your personal contact
details and address
There is also the option
of including a donation
of any size you wish that
will go to SAA-uk and
help us continue our
important work.

• Beneath this section
is a full summary
of everything you
have ordered and
the grand total
• Once you are satisfied,
click ‘proceed to
payment’
• You will see a Sage
Payment Page where
you can select which card
payment you wish to use
• Here you can put in all
your card details

• After confirming the
payment, you will get a
confirmation page and a
digital receipt will be sent
to your email address you
have registered with
• In this email will be
confirmation of pay,
along with your tickets
• You may choose to print
this document out when
arriving at our concerts or
leave it on your electronic
device as an email to
show us.

And that’s it!

SAGE GATESHEAD ©DAVID TIERNAN

Seven Arts Leeds
31A Harrogate Road
Leeds LS7 3PD
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Sage Gateshead,
St Mary’s Square
Gateshead Quays
Gateshead NE8 2JR

Leeds College of Music
3 Quarry Hill
Leeds LS2 7PD

COURTESY THE TETLEY. IMAGE HELENA DOLBY

National Centre
For Early Music
St Margarets Church
Percy’s Lane,
York YO1 9TL

Attenborough
Arts Centre
University of Leicester
Lancaster Road
Leicester LE1 7HA

stage@leeds,
University of Leeds,
Leeds, LS2 9JT

SAA-UK | visit our new website www.saa-uk.org |

The Tetley
Hunslet Road
Leeds LS10 1JQ
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SAA-uk, Mill 1, Ground Floor North, Mabgate Mills, Leeds, LS9 7DZ
e info@saa-uk.org t 0113 244 5523 w saa-uk.org
SouthAsianArtsUk

southasianartuk

southasianartsuk

southasianartsuk

southasianartsuk

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST Follow the link on our homepage at www.saa-uk.org to receive
our free seasonal brochure and subscribe to our e-newsletter

BOOK YOUR TICKET NOW!
October
31 Raga@Seven / No Borders

Seven Arts Leeds, LS7 3PD

November
8 Music from courts of Kings and Saints

SAGE, Gateshead

9	
Raga@Seven / Darbari Minstrels

Seven Arts Leeds, LS7 3PD

12 Darbari Minstrels

NCEM, York

16 Sounds from Kabul

Attenborough Arts Centre, Leicester

December
4

Leeds International Concert Season / Winter sun Leeds College of Music, LS2 7PD

February 2020
29 LEAP2020 / Saawariya: Poetry in song

Seven Arts Leeds, LS7 3PD

March 2020
1 LEAP2020 / Shakti

The Tetley, LS10 1JQ

4

LEAP2020 / Kanyaa + panel discussion

Stage@Leeds, LS2 9JS

6

LEAP2020 / Nayika

NCEM, York

7/8	LEAP2020 / Women in music: Upstage + Nayika

TBA

21 Raga@Seven / Resonance

Seven Arts Leeds, LS7 3PD
IMAGE EASTWEST PHOTOGRAPHY

